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PREFACn 


iAD\ nuRRARO’s paintings liavc been such a con- 
tinual source of pleasure lo her family lint I ln\c prepared 
tills collcflion of reproduflions for her children and grand- 
children as a memorial of Jicr work The collcflion is 
sadly incomplete She painted mostly in oils, and oil 
paintings are more difliciilt to house or to preserse than 
water colours Some of her pi^urcs were given away, some 
were sold at Exhibitions in India, others were damaged or 
lost on steamer voyages , thus it has come about that many 
of her oil paintings of Indian subjoins arc not now available 
for this colleflion 

Young artists like to sell their pictures , tlicy regard selling 
as a sign of success My wife used to say, when she was 
young “Let us sell what we can I shallhavc plenty of time 
for painting when we retire ” But at the age of forty-six 
she became incapacitated by rheumatism, and her painting 
was brought to an end Like most amateurs, she never 
possessed a studio nor a properly lighted room Her 
portraits were either painted in her drawing-room or out- 
of doors 

The photographs for tins coIIciHion were mostly taken by 
her son-in-law, Captain Dashwood, who understands the 
photography of colours and to whom the task was a labour 
of love The costs of pnnting were defrayed from the 
prize moneys which the artist had won at public Exhibitions 
SIDNEY BURRARD 

August, 1929 
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NOTES ON A FEW OF THE 
PAINTINGS 

No 2 Tins p-iinting was the artist’s first attempt out-of- 
doors The subject was chosen and the painting completed 
without consultation This skctcli attrafled the attention 
of Colonel George Strahan, the eminent water colour 
painter, to whose encouragement the >oimg artist owed 
much of her subsequent success 

No 3 This IS the only pidurc we now possess of the 
artist’s work of 1888, 1889 Tn 1888 Mrs Burrardwon 
her first pri2C at an Exhibition with an oil painting of an old 
“Himalayan Wood cutter on the Hill-side,” but this was sold 

No 4 The pi^lure of the “ Gurkha Outpost ” svas sug- 
gested and arranged b\ Captain C B Judge, 2nd Gurkhas, 
who brought the models and posed them daily with kind 
patience An oil painting of the Dehra Dun Bazar in strong 
sunlight, one of Bombav Harbour, and one of the Marble 
Rocks at Jubbulpore, all of 1890, were lost 

No 8 The artist passed the Patlian when he was mending 
a road near a cliff In deciding to make a pnflurc she 
acquiesced too hastily in the Pathan’s request that it should 
be done in the middle of the day It was not till she had 
worked for some davs that she came to realise the effeds 
of the glare m June The sun was almost vertically o\er- 
head The glare affefled the Pathan’s eryes The sub^eft 
would ha\ e been easier in the morning or ev enmg Colonel 
Strahan watched the progress of the painting with kindly 
interest When he saw limv the artist %vas representing the 
red sorrel on the hillside and the haze o\er the distance, 
he said to her sympathetically “ Why, Mrs Burcacd, I have 
always thought that Figure painting was your forte, but I 
9 B 



behe\e it is going to be Landscape” The artist replied 
” I don’t think I have a forte , whether I 'im painting a land- 
scape or a figure, I only p'lint what I see ” When in 1894 
the portrait No 16 is as in progress, a fnend who saw the 
model sitting said to the artist “ Vou will find that white 
beard very difficult” The artist replied “I don’t think 
that a white beard is more difficult than other things in 
Nature , it tells its story, and I paint what I see ” These 
remarks were impressed upon my mind, for I tried for % ears 
to learn from my wife the secret of her facility both m draw- 
ing Nature’s cun es and m discermng the colours of shadows 
and shades She could see deeply and she remembered what 
she saw 

In 1892 she painted a group of Himalayan coolies, clothed 
in brown blankets, seated under a protruding rock This 
piflure was sold at Simla, and I regretted its departure 
Her domestic duties put an end to her groups of figures out 
of doors, which took up too much time, she had in future 
to be content with models in the lerandali 

No 11 This portrait was painted at the suggestion of 
Major C B Judge, and Gurkhas The model was restless, 
he could not sit still, unless lie were allowed to smoke He 
complained that his medals and ribands were not being 
guen sufficient prominence in the piilurc, and Major Judge 
rather agreed with him The artist wished to subdue the 
bnghtness of the medals and the brilliance of the nbands , 
she said that she was painting a soldier and not medals 
The Subadar said that if Im medals were right, nothing else 
mattered Under pressure the artist did make the medals 
more prominent than she liked She sent the piflure to 
the IV^esteni India Exhibition at Poona in 1894 There 
were 518 paintings exhibited, and Mrs Burrard’s portrait 
was awarded the highest prize of the Exhibition The prize 
list was as follows 

(i) Prize offered by the Governor of Bombay for the best 
picture of the Exhibition, awarded to Mrs S G Burrard 
for lier portrait of the Subadar Major 



(2) Lad> Hams’s pnzcforthcbcstwatercolourlandscape, 
awarded to Captain \V J Bothell, R E 

(3) The Commander-m-Chicf’s prize for the best picfiurc 
b> an officcrofthcArmj, awarded to ColonelH H Hart,R E 

(4.) Prize for the best Figure, awarded to Colonel R G 
Woodthorpe, R E 

On the return of her piflure from Poona Mrs Burrard 
painted a rephea which she ga\c to Major Judge Tlie 
original portrait is now at Hungerford with the artist’s son, 
and tlic rephea is at Ash Vale with Mrs Lewis Hall, Major 
Judge’s daughter Major Judge was killed at Dargai 
in 1897 

\os 32, 33, 34 These three portraits now hang in the 
Office of the Sun ey of India in Calcutta Tlic photographs 
of these portraits for this colle^lion were \ery kindlv taken 
by the Officer in charge of Photo Litho Office 

iSo 35 The silver bowl bears the following inscription 
Presented to 
MRS S G BURRARD 

by OfHcers of (he Suney of India as a small expression of 
thanks for her kindness in painting and presenting to the 
Department portraits of Sir George Everest, General Straljan, 
and Colonel Gore 

January, 1907 

This bowl remained m daily use from 1907 to 1928, and 
was more valued by the artist than all her prizes at public 
Exhibitions 

Witli the bowl Mrs Burrard receiv ed the following letter 
from the Surveyor General of India 

BilAlMO, 

Bwksia, 

19 2 07 

M\ DEAR Mrs Burrard, 

For a long time past we have been wondenng what 
we could do to express our gratitude to you for the trouble 
you took in painting the portraits of Sir George Everest, 



General Stralian, and Colonel Gore for the Survey OfUcc 
Gallcr) After \ainl> cndcavounng to get a good lot of 
interesting books and failing it was decided to send >ou a 
ftouer bowl wath a little inscnption on it and tins Colonel 
Renn) Tail) our is sending oft* to jour husband to take home 
with him, and we — that is all the OfTicers of tlic Survev — 
hope jou will like it, and that it will remind you at times of 
the fafl that you helped so materially to make our gallery 
complete and tliat you have held your own as a portrait 
painter with the best 

^\e send with it our best wishes to you and yours and 
hoping to see you back amongst us before long 

\\uli kindest regards. 

Yours \ cry sincerely , 

F B Longs 

Iso 37 This was one of a pair painted on account of an 
argument that the jungle was monotonous and colourless 
The feature of this sketch is the bright and \aned 
colounng 

Iso 38 This prize piAure was bought at the Simla E\ 
hibition by the late Sir James \V alkcr \\ hen Lady Burrard 
died in 1928 Lady ‘Walker wath great kindness and gene 
rosity presented the pidure to the artist s family 

ISo 39 At the Exhibition at h»aim Tal m 1908 Mrs 
Burrard won both the first and the third pnzes with the 
two piiftures she exhibited The pnze hst w as as follov "S 

First Prize for the best pidure of the Exhibition awarded 
to Mrs S G Burrard for her oil painting of a 
Poorbeali Brahmin 

Prize for the best Figure awarded to Mrs Williamson 
for her portrait of Mrs Lawrence Gordon 

Pnze for the second best Figure awarded to Mrs S G 
Burrard for her portrait of A Nativ e of 
Garhwa] 
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The pnzc pidlurc of the * Poorbe-xh Brahmm ’ w'ls sold 
and IS not available for tins colle^ion The piflurc of the 
Pvativc of Garhvval ’ is shown as No 39 

No 40 When Art Exhibitions were held in India the 
leading newspapers gcncrallj published critical notices 
of some of the puJlurcs Mrs Burrard s Indian portraits 
were often noticed by critics and their remarks Were of 
interest and value In 1908 the Art cntic at Simla wrote 
Mrs Burrard has for many years made a speciality of 
Indian portraits the ease with which she has found varied 
and intercsimg subjects in her e\ cry day surroundings 
has been a lesson to us Although her portraiture is 
tinged with sadness her artistic rendering is always 
sjanpathetic 

No 41 Mrs Burrard gave this picture to Miss Dons 
Mackinnon in 1909 on the occasion of the latter s wedding 
When, the artist died in 1928 General and Mrs Stratford 
Robinson with very great kindness asked the artist s family 
to accept the picture back 

No 42 This water colour is without detail but it illus 
trates the artist s truth in her reading of nature The 
colouring makes the foreground and hillsides look 
damp and there is a general feeling of the dampness 
charadenstic of the monsoon Many people looking at 
this pidure have exclaimed How damp Mussooree 
looks 

No 50 This painting was the last occasion on which the 
artist used her easel In 1914 she became crippled with 
rheumatism at Calcutta and her career as a painter ended 
at the age of forty six 

No 51 T1 e art st was constantly impressed by the view 
of Faletti s Hotel Cecil at Simla as seen from the Foreign 
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OfHcc; it was Wsibic from Iicr rickshau’ during the daily 
outing. Her artistic instinds v%crc aroused, and she 
painted this pidlurc on four aAcmoons in water colours 
from her rickshaw, handicapped by rheumatism of the 
hands. 


S Burrard. 



MUSSOORFE, 18O5 
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Lmd (aft tn oils, Oani,es at Harluar, 
llana!a)an sntnv ftaks of hehnalh and 
liadnnalli on tir ihslnit left, and J^anda 
Dtvi on ll t Tigl I See no(e No 3 



painling Cudfia Oul/osI Tie laller 
won the Figure Pn^eat Mussoortt C\hibi 
lion 1890, and uas sold See note No 4 
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cor) aral 



Toung gtrl painted in oils 
from life at a class 
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L]fe stzt oil portrait a Monk, 
paiKted Jrsm hfi o! a doss 
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Oil painting (32' by 22‘)/rom hfe of a Pathan from 
Ladakh named Nazir- Painted at midday tti June. 
The verltcalily of the jhb can be seen from the shadow of 
ike Palhm's head upon his chest See note No. 8. 




MUSSOOREE, 1892 





Lt/« sv^ parlToit in oils of Maung Fe, c 
chaftiassee {^tsungtt) m the Tnangulaiior 
Suney party, brought from Burma 6} Capt 
C F Oese, R E 



Lifitslie por’ra t in eils of fudhhir 
ThaJ^, ihe Subodar major of the ind 
Cutkhoi Mrs Ltu.1^ Hall iindh 
lent this portrait See no'e No. 1 1 
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MUSSOORir 1O93 



Lift portrait in oils of Cunga a Hindu 
from Oadk and a thaprassrr (messmgrt) nf 
Ac 32 tistromnnteol Surt^ parir of ukuk 
Copt S C Burrard uas m fkarge 



MUSSOORLT 1094 
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Lift si^t ftabait in orli if Cerda Singh 
a S kk fhapraiitr if Col Hilmer'j 
lofVgiaflhKOl 14 tUTI*^ 
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i8 Ltft stzf portrait in oils of a gardener 

Au arded tke second prize in the first class a ' 
iheSurre) Art Exhibition, Guildford 1897 
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L»fe sizfi portrait 
J^noleb aged i 
the Jiorkhouse at 


in oili of Kitty 
13 painted in 
Slrokestoun 
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GUILDFORD, fOgC 



i-ijt n t por\ratX xn o 
of a girl in black 
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fAfe- Kji port at no U of a s I n a 
tap In the foUoaing yar 1898 
hi s Stmard uni tk ou h a tour e 
<f I uijr at the Slade S hoot 
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YARMOUTH 



Watercolour sketch o/l'armouf/i, Isle of 


Y -\RMOUTir low 1899 
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Ltje sisf portrait tneth of Col Sidney Burrard 
Grenadier Guards, the arltst's father in laa. 
Painted from a c d photograph, date! 
1869 colearmgfrom memory 
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icnfe (so ly 12') if lie 


32 


L ft sizf portra I in o Is of S r C orge Eieresl 
Sar ^or General of Ind a 1822 to 18^0 
Pa a ed from an old pkolograph P Hurt u 
at Cal ilta Seenote No 3'’ 
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33 Lift tu/ /orfra I ii «/* 0 / fV" CJ’otttt S roAon 

S-jrmaf 0<mrral vf I’*’! a iTpqj fo /*i/7«r»r 

UaiCalatJ Srfair %» 33 latnr/Ji'sm 

a f’^a,ffgra*A,€o!QtiriKg/jtm tnimcry 
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Life size portrait m oils of Col St George 
Corbel Gore Stnt^or General of India 
iSgg to >904 FiHure is at Calcutta 
See note No 34 Painted from a 
photograph, tolourn g from memory 
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Silver boul 1 resented to Mrs liuTTard fie 
iHscnjUon o>i tie bowl and the Surie_}or 
Gener il s lilleT are guc i lu note JVi> 35 



3^^ Ijft s « portraU iff Pih Ihe afiisl s 

Jather Gen C T Haig R ZT Painted 
Jrama^alograpl colouring from tnemoQ 
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Uat€TColo r ktt I 1 tlej ^IrnearMr Mo k 
non s All e / am The feat re nf l! e skelcl 
tltb 5/1 a ft ol u i, ^retale^o 37 





39 Lfe sust pottratl of a it of Gerhual 

ta the att lude of mot ngfaritard Aicarded 
a pme at Ike Art Exhibtlion J^a fii Tat, 
igo8 See note Ao 39 
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/ ift st^ porlmit >>/ Ratunath a Drafimw 
/tom Kar Dartl and l*'e Jemadar of the 
^anrjor Cennat » Off ct tarrying an off ctfdt 
Mrr Lang Itndft had Iktt (‘tllure photo- 
grat>htd al \\ ttsbaden Set note ,\o 40 
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Water colo r landscape of the hill station c 
Mussooree in Ike monsoon See note No 42' 
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loir lunhcafe sii,nt Ihji t! . 
r V isl el Manit jri, 191a 



63 


